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The State Government’s serious 
consideration of a proposed 
high level nuclear waste dump is 
underway, with the Premier visiting 
a similar storage facility in Finland, 
and community consultation 
meetings take place across  
South Australia.

State Government staff tasked with 
conducting the consultations say that 
the decision is not yet made and they 
are carefully collating feedback from the 
community. Meanwhile, environmental 
advocates say that the way the concept 
is being presented means that local 
Aboriginal communities may be forced into 
taking on a risky and irreversible mistake.

In May 2016, the Royal Commission 
into the Nuclear Fuel Cycle released its 
final report, which recommended that 
the state look at accepting high level 
international nuclear waste. 

This was followed by a first Citizen’s  
Jury, which was asked to identify 
the major issues the state should be 
discussing to consider the concept. 
These are safety, community consent, 
trust and economics. 

The State Government has established 
the Consultation and Response Agency 
(CARA) to collect community feedback  
on these key issues.

Continued on page 2

Getting clear on nuclear?

Above: Enice Marsh, Adnyamathanha Elder.

Edie King, Better Muffler and Karina Lester at Exposure 2016 event.
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The Chief Executive of The Conservation 
Council of SA, Craig Wilkins is concerned 
about the way this division between social 
and community consent shapes the 
debate over the nuclear plans. Mr Wilkins 
told Aboriginal Way that it could mean 
a general majority decision forces an 
unwanted outcome on local communities.

“I totally challenge that division, 
particularly when we’re talking about 
an intense proposal which has very 
significant local impacts. What they are 
proposing to do is to import the high 
level nuclear waste and place it on South 
Australian soil years before we even 
decide where to actually finally locate 
that waste and so therefore that second 
stage community consent conversation 
can’t take place before we actually 
import the waste onto the soil,” he said.

So in terms of consent what I fear is 
going to happen is that if this proceeds 
as is planned, those local communities 
that are being slated for the final dump 
site are essentially going to have a gun 
put to their heads to say ‘we’ve already 
got the waste, we have to deal with it, 
we’ve got no choice, so you need to take 
it’ and that is not free and fair consent,” 
Mr Wilkins said.

“This division could have a real impact  
on Aboriginal people.” 

I think there are particular areas and 
particular communities that are going 
to have, or should have a greater say 
in that and one of those in particular 
communities are Aboriginal people, there 
is no doubt that if this does proceed, the 
high level waste dumps will be located on 
Aboriginal land. They will be located far 
to the north and it is absolutely essential 
in this conversation around consent that 
Aboriginal people are given the time and 
the capacity as a community, a multitude 
of communities to actually come up with 
some degree of acceptance of it before  
it proceeds,” Mr Wilkins said.

Another central issue identified by  
the first Citizen’s Jury was safety.  
Mr Bok acknowledges that this has been 
an important issue in the Aboriginal 
communities he has visited.

“I travelled to the APY lands three times 
this year, and Maralinga and the legacy  
of Maralinga was really at the forefront  
of people’s thinking and that’s a really 
strong reference point for people. The 
Royal Commission made note of that  
in its report and findings and I think for 
Anangu particularly, not just the Anangu, 
but other Aboriginal South Australians, it’s 
how they relate to the nuclear industry.  
For many people it’s one of the reasons 
they draw a line and say ‘no’. If nuclear 
means poisoning the land, it if means 
putting people’s lives in danger, then  
we’re not going to contemplate that.”

“CARA acknowledges that important 
perspective, while offering further 
information to communities.” 

Continued from page 1

Jon Bok, Community Engagement  
Officer at the Nuclear Fuel Cycle 
Consultation and Response Agency 
(CARA), has been conducting  
the consultation sessions across  
South Australia. 

Mr Bok told Aboriginal Way that the 
sessions are about providing information 
and facilitating feedback.

“Now the State Government has a 
decision ahead of it, it needs to decide 
if it will go ahead and implement the 
Royal Commission’s recommendations or 
not, and as part of that we are going all 
around the state, around 100 locations 
over about three months, including 
Aboriginal Communities.”  

There’s three things that we’re hoping 
to achieve. One is that we are just 
raising the general level of awareness 
that there is this final report that makes 
findings and recommendations about 
the potential expansion. Once people 
know what is happening, just to raise 
their understanding of what is actually in 
the report, the kinds of issues, what it’s 
suggesting and what that means for us 
as a state. And then encouraging people 
to give their feedback,” Mr Bok said. 

Mr Bok said that consultations had taken 
place in many Aboriginal communities, 
including in the APY Lands, where the 
Executive had expressed their opposition 
to the concept.

“When we spoke to the APY Executive, 
they were appreciative of the fact that 
Anangu were to be given an opportunity 
to hear more and learn more about this. 
They reiterated their view that they are 
opposed to an expansion of the nuclear 
industry in South Australia. They are 
however understanding that we don’t want 
to exclude Anangu from this process even 
though people feel like we keep coming 
back and we keep pushing this issue. It’s 
not that we’re forcing this on them, it’s 
just that we want to make sure they have 
a chance to understand what’s happening 
and have a chance to have their say and 
keep having their say, just as other South 
Australians are,” he said.

“One of the central issues identified  
by the Citizen’s Jury was the question  
of social and community consent.” 

The Commission also focussed on this, 
it didn’t recommend going ahead with 
the concept without broad community 
acceptance and ultimately the community 
that would host it, that community has to 
have the ability to agree or not agree on 
that. And the Commission was very clear 
that if Government doesn’t do that there’s 
really no point in going ahead because the 
international evidence suggests that these 
processes just don’t go any further if the 
community’s not broadly supportive,”  
said Mr Bok

The Royal Commission divided 
community consent into two parts: 
‘social consent’ and ‘community consent’. 
Social consent is acceptance by the 
general community. Community consent 
is defined as being local community 
response to a specific local proposal.

Getting clear on nuclear?

“The material that is being produced in 
Pitjantjatjara it talks about Maralinga  
and it talks about what happened there. 
It talks about what’s the same and what’s 
different with what the Government’s 
talking about now. So we are talking about 
radioactive material, and it is hazardous, 
and it does need to be managed carefully, 
but there are differences. And we just 
want people to have an opportunity 
to consider what happened then and 
what’s being spoken about now without 
making people feel like their views aren’t 
important,” Mr Bok said.

Mr Wilkins said that understanding  
the scale and detail of the proposal 
allows South Australians to consider  
the risks.

“I think people think this a bit of an out 
of mind out of sight proposal, the waste 
comes in, it goes up North, it’s sort of 
buried in the outback somewhere and it’s 
forgotten. That’s not the half of it.” 

“This is an extraordinarily huge  
proposal which involves ships travelling 
from the countries where the waste 
comes from, coming through our waters.  
They estimate a ship every three or 
four weeks for the next 70 years, that’s 
how many ships would be coming in,”  
Mr Wilkins said.

Those ships would land at a purpose-built 
port, which Mr Wilkins says is likely to be 
near Whyalla, and then the waste would 
be transferred five to ten kilometres 
inland to a purpose built above ground 
storage facility.

“And that is where that waste will sit 
for decades. It will actually just sit there 
waiting,” said Mr Wilkins.

“The high level nuclear waste would be 
accepted by South Australia and held 
at the interim storage facility before the 
long term waste dump was built,”  
Mr Wilkins explained.

Top: Craig Wilkins, CE, Conservation SA. Above: Regina McKenzie, Adnyamathanha, Yappala Station.

Conservation SA organised the Exposure 2016 event at Port Augusta on  
2–4 September. It saw communities from all over the state engage in sessions 
and workshops, share ideas and get inspired to work together for future action 
against state and federal government’s plans to build nuclear waste dumps in SA. 
Photos by Cat Beaton.



3Aboriginal Way, Spring 2016

to attend, the way to provide a voice  
for Traditional Owners was discussed. 

It was proposed that membership would 
be open to all native title groups in South 
Australia, with one member representing 
each native title community. To use the 
limited resources available effectively,  
it was proposed that an executive would 
be elected to meet regularly and make 
decisions and set policy. 

The Port Augusta forum was attended  
by representatives from some 18 native 
title groups. 

Positive discussions were held and 
there was overwhelming support for 
establishing a new statwide body. 
A working group was established to 
progress the development of a new body. 

Members of the Working Group recently 
met to progress the key points discussed 
at the initial meeting. 

A number of objectives and purposes 
of the statewide body were presented, 
discussed and refined to determine the 
direction and role of a united voice within 
South Australia to promote sustainable 
outcomes for native title claimants within 
South Australia.

Feedback and comments are currently 
being sought from the other working 
group members on the issues discussed 
at the meeting. The working group will 
meet soon to finalise the actions from  
the meeting and continue to progress  
the formation of the statewide body. 

Traditional Owners in South 
Australia may soon have a new way 
to have their views heard, with a 
statewide body to represent Native 
Title holders on issues of state 
significance under discussion.

The new organisation would replace The 
Aboriginal Congress of South Australia 
(Congress), which has represented 
Native Title groups since August 2007. 
The decision to form a new organisation 
follows limited activity by Congress in 
recent times due to organisational and 
funding pressures.

Keith Thomas, CEO of SA Native Title 
Services said that the group could play 
an important role in South Australia.

“My discussions with native title groups 
over recent times has reinforced both 
the desire and the need for a statewide 
representative organisation for native  
title groups,” he said.

The new body would focus on issues of 
state significance, providing one coherent 
voice for native title communities. 

“The changes to the Aboriginal Heritage Act, 
the Nuclear Fuel Cycle Royal Commission 
and State Government consultations, 
and other statewide issues have also 
clearly demonstrated the need for a 
representative group,” Mr Thomas said.

At a meeting in Port Augusta on  
14 August 2016, which all native title 
groups in South Australia were invited  

“And then they will look at building a deep 
underground facility somewhere, but 
there is a 17-year gap at least between 
the time the waste is actually on our soil 
and it starts getting buried and knowing 
that, looking around the world in terms 
of what happens on the nuclear industry, 
that is likely to be, the industry is replete 
with time blow outs, cost blow outs, it is 
likely to be longer than that. And that is a 
level of risk which is not being made clear 
to the South Australian Community. We 
will actually be storing this waste above 
ground near our coast, and one of the 
biggest concerns there is ultimately if 
we actually don’t manage to build that 
underground site – what happens then? 
What is the Plan B?” said Mr Wilkins.

Mr Wilkins said that international experience 
shows that building a long-term high-level 

nuclear waste dump is extremely difficult 
– there is not one currently fully operating 
anywhere in the world.

“Because if you look around the world in 
the last seventy years not one country 
has successfully shown they can manage 
a deep underground nuclear waste 
facility. Finland is probably getting 
closest, but their site is still being built. 
It actually hasn’t even been opened yet, 
and it hasn’t received any of the waste 
yet. That won’t happen for five, six, seven 
years. So they’ve got a concept plan, but 
they haven’t got a track record.” 

“The only deep level underground waste 
repository anywhere in the world for 
nuclear waste was in New Mexico in the 
US, they operated for about 15 years. 
Initially it was regarded as the best 
possible option, they got the community 

onside, they made sure they had the best 
technology and everything was going well 
for the first few years, but about 15 years 
in a combination of human error and 
slackening of safety meant that there was 
a fire, followed by an unrelated explosion, 
workers were exposed, the plant was 
shut down, it’s still shut down and the 
clean-up bill is estimated to be at least 
half a billion dollars,” he said. 

Mr Wilkins said that this experience 
shows the scale of the challenge for 
South Australia to safely store high-level 
nuclear waste.

“That’s in a country which has a long and 
detailed history of nuclear management. 
Australia doesn’t. We are starting from 
scratch. And that’s why in terms of this 
push for maximum safety we would have 
to invest a huge amount of money to be 

confident we could do it and even then 
we won’t know if we can do it until we 
actually do it ourselves. Because of our 
particular geology, and the particular 
challenges in the locality,” he said.

Jason Downs, Leader, Nuclear Engagement  
Process, recently told the Paper Tracker 
Radio Show the next steps towards the 
decision making on the nuclear proposal.

“The final stage will be a second Citizen’s 
Jury of 350 people that will take all of the 
feedback on board from the people that 
we’ve spoken with, all of the information 
from the first jury and all of the feedback 
that’s come from social media and they 
will provide a report back to the Premier,” 
he said. 

A decision by the Premier is expected  
by the end of 2016.

Premier says nuclear dumps  
‘won’t be forced on Aboriginal people’
The ABC’s Q&A program visited 
Adelaide in September, and Karina 
Lester, Chair of Yankunytjatjara Native 
Title Aboriginal Corporation spoke up 
for Aboriginal people by asking the 
Premier a question on the current 
nuclear waste dump proposal.

Karina Lester

You have said that consent of Traditional 
Owners is essential before a nuclear waste 
dump would be considered. Yet ever since 
the Royal Commission first proposed a 
dump, a majority of Aboriginal people have 
consistently said ‘no’. Despite that, your 
Government has proceeded to push ahead 
with a rushed, insensitive and culturally 
inappropriate consultation process. How 
will you and your Government measure our 
consensus, and when will our voices be 
heard and respected?

Premier Weatherill

Thank you Karina and I know this is 
obviously a profoundly important issue 
for you and your community, especially 
your father who is so much an important 
campaigner for Aboriginal rights, and in 
particular for his people in the North  
West of our state, in the APY Lands.

Can I say that from the outset, the Royal 
Commission identified that a critical 
element of this is community consent, and 
he described the consent in two ways, one 
is social consent – the whole community, 
the whole South Australian community, 
but then, in terms of a place for a location 
for a facility, if one were to exist, it would 
need specific community consent. And 
that would require specifically the explicit 
consent of Traditional Owners. Now if that 
didn’t exist, it won’t happen. That’s the 
experience in Finland, essentially a capacity 
for community consent was built into their 
process and what that gave them was a 
sense of comfort that this thing wasn’t 
going to happen unless they agreed to it. 

We have been travelling across the state, 
we’ve reached out to every community, 
we have a consultative committee that sits 
on top of this that’s led by former Federal 

Court Judge Justice Mansfield who is a well-
respected judge, who’s played a big role in 
Native Title places, we have Parry Agius, 
an Aboriginal man who’s helping us design 
our engagement with Aboriginal people. 
And we’re trying to reach out. If we’ve been 
ineffective in doing that, we’ll have to try 
harder. But this process is not going to 
finish quickly, it’s going to be an ongoing 
process and we have to deeply engage with 
Aboriginal people and ultimately nothing’s 
going to be forced on Aboriginal people. 

Tony Jones

Is there a way of offering financial 
incentives to the Indigenous community?

Premier Weatherill

Of course, that would be a necessary part 
of this, but there’s a pre-condition for some 
communities, whatever the money was, 
whatever the financial benefits were, they 
would say ‘no’. We first need to grapple 
with that. But there would be profound 
benefits for communities, that’s what we 
saw in Finland, very great opportunities for 
financial benefits which provide services 
and opportunities for people. 

Karina Lester

Yes, the question was that you are now 
pushing to the Citizen’s Jury number 
2, so you’re on a timeline, November 
is when you’re hoping to have that final 
report by the end of that consultation 
process. That doesn’t give people time 
to really understand and digest that, so 
you are not allowing for that conversation 
and discussion to happen. So Anangu, 
Aboriginal people have said no, and 
consistently say no to this. Because 
the location of this, if it was going to go 
ahead, is not going to be here in Adelaide, 
it’s going to be north of Port Augusta, 
which is going to impact on Anangu tjuta, 
and Aboriginal people from that north area 
right up to the top of the state. 

Premier Weatherill

Well maybe and maybe not, Karina, I mean 
the site hasn’t been chosen and can I say 
that the point of the Citizen’s Jury and also 
the consultation, which are probably more 

important, going out and speaking  
to people, was to gather perspectives.  
So that second Citizen’s Jury will bring 
your perspective into the process and that 
will be profoundly important for the next 
steps we take. No decisions, no quick 
decisions are going to be taken, we will 

take a preliminary view of things by the 
end of the year, but that will largely be a 
decision about whether to say ‘no, we’re 
not interested at all’ or a decision to take  
a further extensive period of discussion.  
Look Finland took 38 years, it’s not going to  
happen any time soon, if it happens at all.

New voice for native  
title groups across SA
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A significant Federal Court 
judgement for the Ngaliwurru and 
Nungali people in the Northern 
Territory has provided a precedent 
and method for calculating 
compensation for loss of native  
title rights.

However, the Northern Territory Government  
has appealed some parts of the judgment,  
leaving the basis for compensation 
claims still not finally determined.

In his final decision before he retired, 
Justice Mansfield handed down a 
decision that granted the native title 
group compensation of $3.3 million from 
the Northern Territory Government.

In 2006, the Ngaliwurru and Nungali 
people won their claim for native title in 
some parts of the town of Timber Creek 
in the NT, but the Federal Court found 
those rights had been lost in areas where 
government infrastructure, including a 
bridge and a water tank, had been built.

Then in 2011, the native title group 
launched their compensation claim 
which has now been decided, setting an 
important precedent for similar claims 
across Australia. The Timber Creek claim 
covers a small area of land – just 23 km2  
and many other potential native title comp- 
ensation claims cover much larger areas.

To arrive at the $3.3 million dollar figure, 
Justice Mansfield made calculations on 
three different types of loss – economic 
loss, interest on that economic loss and 
non-economic loss.

Economic loss, the value of the land, was 
estimated at $512,000. $1.48 million 

Borroloola Native Title Group granted  
the right to trade over township

was the interest calculated on that loss 
since extinguishment.

Justice Mansfield also determined that 
$1.3 million was fair compensation for 
non economic loss – the distress, anxiety 
and hurt caused to the Ngualiwurru and 
Nungalia people by the loss of connection 
to their land.

Lead plaintiff, Ngualiwurru representative 
Alan Griffiths, had told the court that 
the concrete bridge was built without 
consultation, and had disrupted a sacred 
dingo Dreaming site. He also spoke about 
his responsibility to look after the land.

“I got all those sites, all that Dreaming,  
I have to make sure people don’t make  
a mess of it,” he told the court. 

“That’s how I look after country. My 
grandpa, Lamparangana, taught me to 
look after country and now I teach my 
kids. My kids follow me for country.”

On 1 July 2016, the Federal Court 
handed down a significant native title
determination in the Northern Territory. 

The Northern Land Council successfully 
argued on behalf of the Rrumburriya 
Borroloola claim group, that traditional 
owners living in the area had historically 
practiced commerce with Macassan 
traders from Indonesia. 

Prior to Sovereignty, Macassan 
trapangers (sea-cucumber harvesters) 
came annually from the Celebes to 
northern Australia and islands. They 
needed access to capture, cook and cure 
trepang. They needed firewood and they 
took away with them resources from land 
and sea including pearl and tortoise shell.

In exchange, Macassans provided the 
Rrumburriya Borroloola People with high 
value items i.e. dugout canoes, steel 
axes, iron for harpoon tips, rice, tobacco 
and Arrack rum. 

During the Federal Court hearing, material 
was presented showing evidence this type 
of trading existed prior to British settlement. 

Justice Mansfield said in his judgement, 
that the dealings with the Macassans 
were described as transactions of a 
commercial kind and that the Macassan 
visitation to the Gulf country dated from 
at least 1780.

The native title determination gives the 
Borroloola people the right to continue 
the historic practice of trade activities 
over their native title claim area. 

This is the first determination of this kind 
in the Northern Territory and native title 
lawyers are now looking at how this will 
impact other native title claims across 
the country. 

Osker Linde, South Australian Native Title 
Services Deputy Principal Legal Officer 
said that the determination demonstrates 
how native title rights can be recognised 
more broadly and include complex uses 
for the land.

“The judgment should be analysed by 
lawyers briefing Anthropologists to provide 
expert evidence in native title claims.”

“It is safe to say that this type of  
activity was happening across Australia 
prior to European settlement within 
Aboriginal societies.” 

This case opens up opportunities  
for other native title groups claiming 
rights to be recognised without limitation 
as to purpose. Old claims may need  
to revisit their rights claimed based  
on the findings of this recent decision,” 
said Mr Linde. 

Joe Morrison, CEO of Northern Land 
Council said Justice Mansfield’s 
judgement was an important document 
for those interested in Aboriginal history 
and culture. 

“The court’s decision is an 
important read for those interested  
in the history of the laws and customs  
of the Aboriginal people that belong  
to this country. It is also an important 
fact of life for the Northern Territory  
and the nation itself to recognise the 
long standing commercial trade that 

took place long before the arrival  
of the British to Australia.” 

Mr Morrison praised Justice Mansfield 
for his decision and honoured his 
longstanding work in formally recognising 
Aboriginal connections to country. 

“In every case His Honour (Justice 
Mansfield) has demonstrated a profound 
understanding of Aboriginal law and 
custom, the connection of people to land 
and how colonisation and government 
policies have affected them.”

He brought that wisdom to the Borroloola 
claim which has brought us here today,” 
said Mr Morrison. 

The determination was handed down at 
a ceremony in the Gulf of Carpentaria 
mining town, Borraloola. It gives the 
Rrumburriya Borrloola native title group 
exclusive rights including the right to 
trade over the majority of 2797 acres 
within the township boundary on land 
where no businesses or government 
infrastructure exist. 

Aboriginal people’s connection to land recognised 
in landmark Native Title compensation claim

Justice Mansfield recognised the 
connection of the claimants to their land 
in his decision.

“The issue before the Court was how 
to quantify the essentially spiritual 
relationship which Aboriginal people, 
and particularly the Ngaliwurru-Nungali 
People, have with country and to 
translate the spiritual or religious hurt into 
compensation,” Justice Mansfield said. 

The judge quoted an earlier case which 
discussed the special connections 
Indigenous Australians feel with their land.

“The fundamental truth about the 
Aboriginals’ relationship to the land is 
that whatever else it is, it is a religious 
relationship,” Justice Blackburn had said. 
“There is an unquestioned scheme of 
things in which the spirit ancestors, the 
people of the clan, particular land and 
everything that exists on and in it, are 
organic parts of one indissoluble whole.”

SA Native Title Services Deputy Principal 
Legal Officer Osker Linde said that the 
decision has real significance for South 
Australian native title groups. 

“I think the decision is of extreme 
importance to native title compensation 
claimants in South Australia – particularly 
as much of the native title land here 
involves pastoral lease where non 
exclusive native title rights and interests 
only have been recognised.” 

If the decision stands, it enables us all 
to understand some of the parameters 
to compensation including that it can 
include economic and non economic 
loss and that damages will be calculated 

from the date of extinguishment, not 
validation,” Mr Linde said.

“This is relevant to interest components 
which may feature in compensation 
orders. It is unclear at this stage to what 
extent the decision will influence the 
State of South Australia in its approach 
to native title compensation settlement 
negotiations,” he concluded.

It was the method used to calculate non-
economic loss that is at the centre of the 
Northern Territory Government’s appeal 
against the finding. The NT Attorney 
General Natasha Fyles released a 
statement on the reasons for the appeal.

“The Territory accepts some aspects of 
the decision; however it is seeking clarity 
in relation to others including the valuation 
of non-economic loss,” said Mr Fyles.

Ms Fyles told The Guardian Australia 
that the Government was seeking more 
certainty in the area.

“This appeal was lodged so that there 
can be more certainty around valuing 
non-economic loss which, will in turn 
provide guidance and assistance to those 
negotiating the settlement of other native 
title claims,” she said.

Joe Morrison, Chief Executive of the 
Northern Land Council, told the ABC 
he wasn’t surprised by the appeal and 
expected it would go to the high court.

However, “…it’s just the fact that there’s 
going to be further work and litigation 
and also a longer wait, we believe, for 
Traditional Owners”.

Above: Timber Creek by Jimmy Chen (via Flickr).
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Directors of the Yankunytjatjara 
Native Title Aboriginal Corporation 
(YNTAC) learnt about how storylines, 
songlines, sacred spaces, burial 
sites, camp grounds, men’s and 
women’s sites can be recorded and 
preserved at a practical workshop 
on country recently.

Directors of YNTAC undertook Heritage 
Site Training, which was conducted by 
the Aboriginal Heritage Team in the 
Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation 
Division of the Department of Premier 
and Cabinet at Marla in August.

The training was held over two days and 
combined in-class theoretical sessions 
with practical exercises on country using 
GPS devices.

Karina Lester, Chair of the YNTAC 
Yankunytjatjara Native Title Aboriginal 
Corporation, who attended the training, 
said that it was important because:

“This opportunity to get this training  
and to hear from the Heritage Unit was 
great for the YNTAC Directors to know  
the process of when a cultural heritage 
site is recorded. It was important for the 
YNTAC Directors to gain some skills in 
recording these sites and how it’s done. 
After the training we realised that there 
is still quite a bit of work for us to do in 
protecting our cultural heritage sites in  
our native title area.”

The aim of the program is to provide the 
skills for Aboriginal people to undertake 
site recordings and site management 

planning projects. Good site recording 
to an agreed standard can help both 
to build and preserve knowledge for 
Aboriginal communities. 

Heidi Crow, Principal Heritage Officer  
with the Heritage Conservation Team said:

“The skills and understanding gained 
in these workshops enable Aboriginal 
people to be better informed about 
the need for good site recording, be 
empowered to record and conserve  
sites of significance to them and to 
negotiate with greater confidence with 
other stakeholders.”

SA Native Title Services Legal Officer 
Michelle Cioffi also attended the training 
and captured these photos for us.

Learning to record country

This page: Directors of Yankunytjatjara Native Title Aboriginal Corporation at training workshop, Marla.
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A $5 million Community Fund is 
available to support projects that 
promote healing among members 
of the Stolen Generations, their 
families and descendants. 

A consultation process is now underway 
to seek ideas about the types of projects 
that could be supported by this fund.

Possible projects may include recording 
personal histories, family history 
research, exhibitions, artistic works, 
cultural activities, healing programs, 
memorials and educational awards.

The Stolen Generations Reparations 
Scheme would love to hear your ideas.

Please complete a short survey  
surveys.statedevelopment. 
sa.gov.au/StolenGenerations 
Community2016.survey and let us 

know what projects your community  
is interested in.

Consultation and information sessions 
will be held, with details available at  
statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/
stolengenerationsscheme

Once the consultation is finished,  
people and organisations will be 
encouraged to submit their project 
proposals for funding.

To find out more about the 
Community Fund:

Call (08) 8463 6519 or  
0466 501 132

Email sgreparation@sa.gov.au

statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/
stolengenerationsscheme

Stolen Generations Reparations Scheme – 
Community Fund consultation now open
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A campaign titled ‘Choose to Care’ 
has been launched to encourage 
more people to open their homes  
to vulnerable children.  

The campaign was officially launched  
last month at the annual foster and 
kinship care dinner.

It features TV, newspaper, electronic 
billboard, social media and cinema.

At the end of July 2016 there were 
3,249 children under guardianship order, 
up from 1,497 in 2006. Of the 3,249 
children currently under guardianship 
order, 212 children are living in 
commercial care settings, with a further 
276 in state-run residential care.

The campaign comes ahead of a review 
of foster and kinship care aimed at 
making the system more efficient.

The review will look specifically at how to 
streamline care recruitment processes.

The campaign will be supported  
by a series of videos telling the  
stories of South Australian foster  
carers and the different types of  
care they provide.

The videos can be viewed at  
efostercare.sa.gov.au

Aboriginal Family Support Services Inc.  
in South Australia runs information 
sessions throughout the year and 
encourages Aboriginal people to consider 
caring for vulnerable Aboriginal children.

They believe “together with Aboriginal 
communities we can strengthen families 
to ensure safe and culturally strong 
futures for our children and young people”.

South Australians urged to consider foster care  
in statewide campaign

The Royal Commission into Child 
Detention in the Northern Territory 
has started work, with Commissioner 
Gooda saying that the Commission 
must focus on real change and make 
sure it is open to all people who want 
to tell their stories.

The Royal Commission was created 
after an ABC Four Corners program 
showed shocking video evidence of 
the mistreatment of several Aboriginal 
children in the Don Dale detention centre. 

The Commission was set up to inquire 
into the failings in the youth detention  
and child protection systems of the NT 
and to make recommendations about 
preventing the inappropriate treatment  
of young people detained in the NT.

At the formal opening of the Royal 
Commission, Co-Commissioner Mick 
Gooda acknowledged that this important 
issue had been the subject of many 
inquiries previously.

“We have already seen many Royal 
Commissions and Inquiries take place, 
looking at a range of issues including 
institutional and out of home care, 

the various child protection systems 
in the States and Territories, the 
stolen generations, Aboriginal deaths 
in custody, and child sexual abuse in 
Indigenous communities, as well as many 
other issues,” he told the Inquiry’s first 
public event.

Commissioner Gooda said that he 
wants this Royal Commission to make 
recommendations that lead to real change.

“This Royal Commission must develop 
meaningful recommendations which, 
when implemented through legislation 
and changes in institutional culture and 
management, will ensure a better future 
for all in the Northern Territory,” he said.

In his opening remarks, Commissioner 
Gooda acknowledged the pain that these 
many inquiries represented and the 
difficulty in facing the topics yet again  
in public forums.

“These Royal Commissions and Inquiries 
acknowledge that many wrongs have 
been committed in the past which have 
caused great trauma and lasting damage 
to many people. Despite being a painful 

process, for a community to move 
forward, it must come to understand 
where these wrongs have occurred 
and ensure those these wrongs are not 
repeated,” he said.

Acknowledging the disproportionate 
impact of these issues on many 
Indigenous families, Commissioner 
Gooda said he was committed to making 
sure the Commission was open to anyone 
who wanted to submit their stories.

“Critical to the outcomes of this Royal 
Commission will be the engagement 
of all parts of the Northern Territory 
community, the Aboriginal and non 
Aboriginal communities.”

“Our aim is to act with a high degree of 
cultural competence as we balance the 
need to ensure a culturally safe space 
with the rigour necessary for this Royal 
Commission to address what our terms 
of reference demand of us.”

He said that the Commission had 
engaged two senior Aboriginal people, 
one based in Alice Springs and the 
other in Darwin, who would be tasked 

with ensuring the community is aware 
the work of the Royal Commission 
and, “importantly, that those people, 
particularly young persons, feel safe  
and secure if and when they tell us 
their stories”.

The Commission will conduct public 
hearings across the Northern Territory 
and receive submissions from the 
community over the later part of 2016. 

The Commission will hand its report to 
the Governor General by 30 March 2017.

There is more information at the 
Royal Commission website:

childdetentionnt.royalcommission.
gov.au

Submissions should be sent to the 
Commission by 28 October 2016:

a)  in writing to PO Box 4215, 
Kingston ACT 2604

b)  via email ChildDetentionNT@
royalcommission.gov.au

Alternatively information can be 
given by calling the Commission  
on 1800 604 604.

Royal Commission into Child Detention  
in the Northern Territory underway
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Following a controversial cartoon in 
the Australian newspaper in August, 
an Adelaide man was the source of 
a social media movement promoting 
strong relationships with Indigenous 
fathers and their children. 

The cartoon by Bill Leak depicted a 
police officer holding an Aboriginal boy  
by the scruff of his shirt while talking 
to the boy’s Aboriginal father. The 
conversation implies that the father is an 
alcoholic and does not know his own son.

The cartoon was publicly rejected by many  
people, including the federal Indigenous 
Minister Nigel Scullion, who said that he 
was appalled by the publication.

“Although Australian cartoonists have a 
rich tradition of irreverent satire, there is 
absolutely no place for depicting racist 
stereotypes,” Mr Scullion said.

When Joel Bayliss, an Aboriginal man 
from Adelaide with cultural ties stretching 
from Borroloola in the Top End to the 
central desert area of Australia saw the 
cartoon, he was angry.

“I wanted to channel that anger into some-
thing positive,” he told Aboriginal Way.

“So Saturday morning I put a photo up of 
myself and my two children Ava and Isiah 
basically saying ‘You know what? There 
are Aboriginal men out there, strong 
Aboriginal men who know their children, 
who aren’t drunks and who smash that 
stereotype’,” he said.

That tweet set off an avalanche of photos 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
dads with their children. It included 
photos from politicians, sports people 
and community members.

“There was just a chance for anyone 
to say you know what this is my Dad, 
I’m proud of him. You’ve got prominent 
or just regular people in community 
celebrating the fact that their dad was  
a legend or that they know their children 
and that they’re role models in their 
community,” said Mr Bayliss.

When asked if he feels this is a  
broader issue, if Indigenous dads are 

often challenged, Mr Bayliss said it 
is important for Indigenous people to 
contest stereotypes. 

“I think unfortunately there are negative 
stereotypes of Aboriginal people all 
over the shop and you know, we have 
to live with that every day, but it’s good 
to actually show people you know what, 
we’re not just people who abuse alcohol, 
we’re not just people that don’t know 
our children, so it’s good to smash that 
stereotype. Twitter was a good outlet  
to get it out there.”

The Bill Leak cartoon came out  
shortly after the Don Dale detention 
scandal, where prison guards in the 
Northern Territory were shown on  
ABC’s Four Corners abusing Aboriginal 
children in custody. 

When asked if the cartoon was a 
response to that, and it was putting the 
blame for that distressing situation on  
the parents of the children, Mr Bayliss 
said history is to blame not parents.

“Yes, basically by purporting negative 
stereotypes in that cartoon, it’s such  
a simplistic way just to blame the 
parents. You know, you’ve got 200  
years of policies that have impacted  
on Aboriginal people, you’ve got loss  
of culture, you’ve got loss of identity,  
and you’ve got loss of land.”

That significantly impacts on young 
people in youth detention, so it’s such  
a complex issue that can’t be answered 
by purporting negative stereotypes.  
And it’s such a simplistic way to just blame 
the parents. Some other people need to 
take responsibility as well,” he said.

Looking forward, Mr Bayliss believes  
that the #Indigenous Dads movement  
will continue to have a positive influence 
on debate.

“I don’t think it’s the end of it, I think 
it’s a start to get that conversation 
going, because Indigenous Dads was 
a moment in time, and you know if 
something happens in the future, people 
will go back and say well we started that 
conversation, what can we do to move 
forward now?” said Mr Bayliss.

#indigenousdads 
– happy families 
responding to racism 
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Local food business Warndu has 
joined the Australian native food 
revolution in a big way since its 
launch earlier this year. 

Located in Bowden, Adelaide, Warndu is 
run by food guru Rebecca Sullivan and 
partner, Damien Coulthard, who is from 
Adnyamathanha country. 

Mr Coulthard said the idea to launch a 
native title food came to them over two 
years ago and they have been working 
hard to make it happen ever since. 

“The idea came about two and a half 
years ago but its fruition has been 
this year. We officially launched in May 
2016 when our products were available 
in retailers and online. Our products 
include native infused oils, wattleseed 
balsamic, kangaroo broth and a selection 
of carefully blended native teas (we call 
them brew bags),” he said.

Mr Coulthard said people are enthusiastic 
about their products. 

“We recently did a pop-up Australian 
Broth bar called Brew and Broth to  
share our products with people. It was 
a huge success and people loved that 
we made a truly Aussie pho by replacing 
Asian ingredients with Australian ones. 

Warndu – local native food business takes  
old skills to new heights

time to learn about these ingredients, 
how they work and how to use them 
in a modern day that is accessible to 
consumers” he said. 

Mr Coulthard said that educating people 
about native food and Aboriginal culture 
is also high on their ‘to do’ list. 

“People do not know enough about 
Aboriginal foods. We are working hard  
on the education side of our business.  
It’s a challenge but one we are willing 
to take on. It is a huge priority for us in 
every product we create.”

“Just by drawing people to the 
(Aboriginal) word – that always leads 
to questions about different nations/
countries within Aboriginal culture.  
We respect the food culture and we are 
also continually learning from others.” 

Ms Sullivan and Mr Coulthard see  
Warndu growing within the local food 
industry and beyond.

“We have big plans but it’s all about 
the industry growing sustainably and 
respectfully. As well as collaborating  
with other people in the industry,  
asking questions, learning and growing 
the brand organically, with integrity.  
We plan to go global and we are  
already doing that through online sales,”  
said Mr Coulthard. 

For others who may be wanting to start 
their own business Mr Coulthard said to 
follow your dream. 

“Don’t be afraid of failure, it can cripple 
you. Strategise and spend time on the 
business not just in it! Be brave and share 
your passion.”

Warndu is the Adnyamathanha word for 
good. The foodie couple have interpreted 
this word to stand for good emotionally 
but also socially, nutritionally and 
environmentally too. 

“By buying Warndu you do good,”  
said Mr Coulthard. 

Damien Coulthard is a Board Director  
of South Australian Native Title Services.

Above left: Rebecca Sullivan. Above right: Damien Coulthard.

The most popular broth on the night was 
Kangaroo with Smoked Emu and Native 
Greens,” he said. 

Through Warndu, Mr Coulthard hopes to 
grow the native food business and build 
direct relationships with communities  
and wild harvesters. 

“It is hugely important for the company 
to build long-term relationships with 
communities around Australia.”

“To be honest, it hasn’t been easy 
to establish a supply chain and build 
relationships. We have had to be really 
patient with the process. It has taken 

Above and right: The Warndu product range.
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Two Sisters

in review

Our column in review features reviews and stories on Aboriginal writers, artists and musicians. We welcome your feedback and 
suggestions. So if you know of a new work about to published or an artist or musician please contact us on (08) 8110 2800.

The gripping true story of young 
Walmajarri sisters, Ngarta and 
Jukuna and their exodus from the 
Great Sandy Desert during a period 
of extraordinary change.

Ngarta lived in terror of the two men. She 
had seen them spear her mother and kill 
her grandmother and then her brother… 
she kept wondering who would be next. 
When she had the chance, she took her 
mother to one side. “I said to my mother: 
‘You and me’ll have to go, run away in the 
night. They might kill us.’ But my mother 
wouldn’t listen…” The next afternoon, 
when the two brothers were out of sight, 
Ngarta ran away.

Ngarta and Jukuna lived in the Great 
Sandy Desert. They traversed country 
according to the seasons, just as 
the Walmajarri people had done for 
thousands of years. But it was a time of 
change. Desert people who had lived with 
little knowledge of European settlement 
were now moving onto cattle stations. 

“A remarkable story  
of courage and survival 
that traverses vast 
desert country.”

Sally Morgan

Those left behind were vulnerable and 
faced unimaginable challenges.

In 1961, when Jukuna leaves with her new 
husband, young Ngarta remains with a 
group of women and children. Tragedy 
strikes and Ngarta is forced to travel 
alone. Her survival depends on cunning 
and courage as she is pursued by two 
murderers in a vast unforgiving landscape.

Jukuna’s rich account may be the first 
autobiography written in an Aboriginal 

language. Presented in English and 
Walmajarri, her determination to see  
her language written has made her one of 
our most valued authors.

About the authors

Ngarta Jinny Bent spent her early 
years as a hunter and gatherer. As a 
young woman, she moved onto stations 
in the Kimberley. Ngarta’s art work has 
been exhibited in Austalia and overseas. 
She died in 2002.

Jukuna Mona Chuguna walked out of 
the desert in 1961. She worked on cattle 
stations and moved to Fitzroy Crossing 
in the 1970s. She was one of the first 
women to attend Walmajarri literacy 
classes and learn to write English. Jukuna 
travelled in Australia and overseas to 
exhibit her paintings. She died in 2011.

Pat Lowe migrated from England to 
Australia in 1972. She worked as a 
psychologist in Fremantle and later 
moved to Broome. In 1986, Pat lived in 
a desert camp with artist Jimmy Pike, 
where she came to know Jukuna. Pat 
Lowe has published widely.

Eirlys Richards first studied Walmajarri 
with the goal of teaching literacy and 
Bible translation in the late 1960s. She 
moved to Fitzroy Crossing and has 
maintained her link with Walmajarri 
people ever since. She has published 
several texts on the Walmajarri language.

Available in all good bookshops and 
from Magabala Books RRP $24.99
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“I’d describe it as a body with his arms 
out, with a dish in his hands offering. 
I thought that maybe because that 
dish itself is made from that particular 
tree, the whole the idea of sort of the 
bottom of the tree running up towards 
the dish with the branches coming out, 
representing the arms. Very similar 
to a person. Because of that dish was 
made from that tree, so it had a close 
connection to it,” he said.

A unique digital projection arena at the 
exhibition features a production which 
involved many people from the Yalata 
community alongside artists from  
across Australia. Paul Brown described  
it to Aboriginal Way.

“Ngurini, which means ‘searching’ is the 
result of a collaboration between digital 
artists and local community members 
wanting to tell the story of how families 

He is a Mirning and Kokotha man who 
became involved in the project when he 
was living at Oak Valley. 

“My involvement from that project was  
I was employed about at the Yalata as a 
carpenter. Paul’s group asked for Yalata to 
come up with the design because of the 
involvement with the atomic testing out at 
Maralinga and he sent a sculptor around,  
a chap by the name of John Turby.”

John just wandered into my workshop 
one day and we got talking and I offered 
as much assistance as I can to him and  
I became involved with the project.”  
he said.

A group of people travelled to Nagasaki 
to see the location and the other 
international contributions on site before 
they finalised the design. Mr Harrison 
says the focus was always about finding 
a unique way to convey peace.

“Well we I think we’re trying to get 
something that led towards peace. I sort 
of came up with the idea that the dish is 
an offering – food, water, giving and I sort 
of come to the conclusion that that would 
represent peace as an offering,” he said.

The sculpture is cast from a real tree, 
a Western Myall (Garia) in a shape that 
looks almost human.

Reflecting on a nuclear legacy through 
creative arts
Tandanya is currently hosting an 
internationally focussed, multi-arts 
showcase highlighting the history 
and current issues of nuclear 
activities, featuring work by artists 
from Yalata Anangu community. 

The Nuclear exhibition is presented by 
Arts Company, Alphaville, to showcase a 
program linking artists with communities 
that have experienced the atomic bomb. 

In Australia that means the Maralinga 
communities and nuclear veterans. 
Internationally, the Australia Council funded 
project worked with Japanese atomic 
survivors and nuclear veterans in Britain.

Works on show at Tandanya include the 
sculpture Tree of Life, Gift of Peace, 
an immersive digital projection arena 
featuring a piece called Ngurini, a 
collection of paintings done by three 
generations of women from Yalata and  
a collection of photographs from the  
Irati Wanti anti-nuclear campaign.

The original ‘Tree of Life’ sculpture sits  
in the Nagasaki Peace Park in Japan.  
A replica of the artwork is at the 
Tandanya show. 

Stephen Harrison is one of the 
contributors to the Tree of Life work. 

This page: Clockwise from top right: Melissa Windlass; Portrait of a Whistleblower; Nugurini; Stephen Harrison with Tree of Life sculpture replica.
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Top left: Alinta Smart ‘Death. Top right: Mima Smart ‘Life Lifted into the Sky’. Above: Irati Wanti.

migrated from the area around the 
Ooldea mission at the time of the  
atomic tests,” he said.

“It’s a 20-minute piece and its 
expressionistic, it brings the story 
together in a way which is meant to 
immerse the audience within the land 
and within the community of families 
that have moved away from Maralinga 
and away from Ooldea. So if you are 
walking into it, you go into a darkened 
space, take a seat amongst other people 
that you can see and you communicate 
with that audience while the projection 
happens around you,” he said.

The Irati Wanti anti-nuclear campaign, 
well known to many people in South 

Australia, also has a place in the 
exhibition. Mr Brown explained how  
that came about.

“The project that we’ve been running  
over three years has coincided almost  
by chance with the Royal Commission 
into the Nuclear Fuel cycle. It’s no secret 
that a number of Aboriginal Communities 
have expressed their opposition to  
that,” he said.

“This set of photographs arise from an 
earlier phase of protest, going back to 
2002, 2003. The title ‘Nuclear’ for the 
exhibition is meant to encompass a 
number of perspectives from artists on 
nuclear issues more generally. We have 
focussed on the experience of atomic 

bomb survivor communities, but there’s 
no doubt that that experience resonates 
with the current public debate about 
nuclear issues more broadly. So in a way 
the exhibition, the showcase is there 
as an extra contribution to that public 
debate. It’s a reminder if you like, of 
previous atomic history in South Australia 
and a history that is relevant for all 
Australians,” said Mr Brown.

A group of paintings by Yalata women 
also features at Tandanya and for Paul 
Brown achieves an important goal of the 
project of sharing the stories of atomic 
displacement across the generations.

“In the showcase is a group of 17 
paintings which was done by three 

generations of women and that tells 
and retells a little story of migration, 
but because they sat together they 
exchanged that story as they painted.”

Mr Harrison reflected on how creative 
arts like the sculpture and other items 
produced for the program can contribute 
to the debate over nuclear issues.

“What it brings to the debate, I think, is 
awareness, people have got to see the 
effect of it and its and the harm that it’s 
done to people, so we need to keep that 
strong. So that people don’t lose track  
of things,” said Mr Harrison.

Mr Brown told Aboriginal Way that the 
Yalata community hoped that the project 
and exhibition could make the story of 
atomic experience go far and encourage 
people to understand and even visit the 
land around Maralinga. 

“And you can, you can sign up to do a 
tour. So now that the Maralinga lands 
have been handed back and there is 
Aboriginal control over what happens 
there, that’s the thing that they would like 
to see happen, for people to know it and 
visit it and understand it in person.”

‘Nuclear’ is on at Tandanya National 
Aboriginal Cultural Institute  
17 September – 12 November 2016
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A Senior Teacher from Indulkana 
Anangu School said the students were 
enthusiastic about the visit. 

“The kids always love bumping up  
against celebrities, especially sports 
people and even more so AFL footballers. 
While Andrew McLeod may not be the 
most familiar name to the kids in 2016, 
having some strong role models with 
access to the Crows certainly raised  
their excitement levels.”

The teacher said the program is 
welcomed by the community and is a 
great way to inspire students to learn. 

“It encourages the kids to make the  
right decisions, knowing that the guys 
from the Crows will be back to help them 
along. It certainly acts as a reward and 
an incentive to make strong choices.  
It’s really important as well that the same 
guys from the Crows keep coming back 
so they develop those relationships. Our 
kids are much more likely to see benefit 
from a relationship with Eddie or Josh 
than a visit from a Crow.”

The teacher said the program allows for 
students to become familiar with city life 
as well as Anangu life. 

“It’s important that Anangu have 
recognised the need for Anangu kids to 
be strong in both worlds. Experiences 
in Adelaide are an essential part of 
developing this skill.”

Adelaide Crows AFL club is 
partnering with the Federal 
Government to deliver the Ready 
Set Crow Project to help Indigenous 
children from remote South 
Australian communities attend 
school in Adelaide.

The Ready Set Crow Project provides 
mentoring and support to primary  
school students in years 5, 6 and 7  
from remote communities across SA.

The project involves Adelaide Football 
Club staff directly engaging with 
students and their families to promote 
opportunities for the students to further 

Crows to mentor remote students

South Australian Native Title Services  
recently joined one of Australia’s first  
social businesses, Pro Bono Australia. 

Pro Bono Australia is a hub for the not-for-
profit sector, the broader social economy 
and those wanting to engage with it. It 
was established to support organisations 
in and around the social sector.

Since 2000, Pro Bono has provided, 
media, jobs, education, skilled 
volunteering and other resources  
to people across Australia.

SANTS joins  
Pro Bono Australia

South Australian Native Title Services 
has taken the opportunity to advertise 
in Pro Bono’s magazine to highlight the 
important work and achievement of 
native title groups in South Australia. 

Keith Thomas, SANTS CEO said it is a 
good time for SANTS to engage with 
broader audiences interested in social 
advancements for Aboriginal people.  

“We have had some tremendous 
successes over the past few  
years and are now involving  

ourselves with wider social and  
political issues that impact native title 
groups. It is a good opportunity to  
let others know what we can offer  
the Aboriginal community of South 
Australia and other interested parties,” 
said Mr Thomas. 

their education and access boarding 
school facilities in Adelaide.

Adelaide Football Club CEO, Andrew 
Fagan, said the club was thrilled to be 
able to extend its reach in the Anangu 
Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara (APY)  
Lands and Far West Coast regions.

“The Ready Set Crow Project 
commenced last year as an intensive 
mentoring programme designed to 
engage youth, provide support to families 
and students and encourage educational 
pursuits in partnership with the Wiltja 
Residential Programme,” Fagan said.

“Led by Crows legend Andrew McLeod 

and his wife Rachael, the program 
has seen great results so the club is 
delighted to be able to expand its work  
in this space thanks to the support of  
the Australian Government.”

Minister Scullion said attending school 
gave children the best chance for a  
good start in life.

“The Ready Set Crow Project provides 
students with opportunities to attend 
school in Adelaide so they can continue 
their secondary education and build 
pathways for further education.”

Andrew McLeod recently visited  
Indulkana Community on the APY Lands.  

Each year the National Native  
Title Conference attracts an 
expanding number of Indigenous 
organisations, native title holders 
and claimants, lawyers, academics 
and representatives from 
government agencies.

The 2016 National Native Title 
Conference ‘strong culture, strong 
country, strong future’ was co-convened 
by AIATSIS and the Northern Land  
Council (NLC), and hosted by the Larrakia 
people in Darwin, NT in June this year.

The program included 38 sessions,  
80 presentations and over 150 speakers, 
and highlighted being on country, 
practising and learning culture, community 
and recognition and featured a cultural 
program of dancing, singing and bush walks. 

A selection of presentations are  
now available to view online. To access 
the presentations, please download the 
interactive program from the AIATSIS 
website at http://aiatsis.gov.au

2016 Native Title Conference presentations  
now available to view online
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Who we are and what we do

SANTS is recognised and funded as 
the Native Title Service Provider for 
South Australia by the Commonwealth 
Government under s203FE(1) of the 
Native Title Act 1993 (Cth).

SANTS provides legal representation  
and guidance, anthropological research 
and community liaison to support  
native title applications, negotiations  
and determinations. 

SANTS performs all of the functions 
of a representative body in native title 
throughout South Australia. 

Those functions as set out in Section 
203B of the Native Title Act are:

• Facilitation and assistance; 

• Certification;  

• Dispute resolution;

• Notification;

• Agreement making; 

• Internal review; and 

• Other functions. 

SANTS provides a wide range of services 
to South Australia’s Aboriginal Nations 
who hold or may hold native title. 

SANTS Services

SANTS is committed to working with 
Aboriginal Nations to realise their 
aspirations, which are often broader than 
the recognition of native title.

Native title determinations now have 
been made over more than half of South 
Australia. There are currently fifteen 
PBCs established in SA to manage native 
title rights and interests. SANTS works 
with many of these native title groups 
to enhance their position to manage 
their native title outcomes, comply with 
legislative responsibilities and develop 
and grow to achieve their aspirations. 

Our activity in this area includes:

• developing and strengthening 
governance practices including 
through provision of legal advice, 
development of corporate policies 
and delivery of education and  
training initiatives;

• facilitating community-based  
planning to develop strategic and 
operational plans;

• developing and enhancing  
stakeholder relationships;

• implementing agreements and 
identifying, managing and enjoying 
native title benefits;

• accessing business development 
services and advice;

• identifying and delivering  
community development projects 
including to protect cultural  
heritage and country;

• engaging in policy and legislative 
reform and implementation. 

Recently, SANTS delivered its first 
corporate governance training program 
to PBCs and also delivered two financial 
management training sessions in 
partnership with PwC’s Indigenous 
Consulting (PIC). 

In our work in community development, 
our focus is currently on protecting 
cultural heritage and caring for country. 
These collaborative caring for country 
projects are important for the ongoing 
exercise and protection of native title 
rights and interests. 

SANTS welcomes Aboriginal Nations  
and native title groups who would like  
to work more with us.

SANTS receives funding from the 
Commonwealth and South Australian 
Government to perform its functions  
and to provide other services.

Clockwise from top right: Tauto Sansbury and Lucy Kingston outside Parliament House on Survival Day 
2016; Field Project at Gawler Ranges National Park; Maria Almeida and Chantal Bates at this year’s  
Sorry Day; Keith Thomas and Karina Lester being interviewed for nuclear fuel proposal on ABC;  
Sturt Desert Pea, APY Lands.
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On 22 August 1966, Aboriginal 
Stockmen walked off Wave Hill 
Pastoral Station in the Northern 
Territory in protest for equal  
wages, led by head stockmen 
Vincent Lingiari.

It was a struggle that lasted close to  
a decade and saw the achievement  
of land granted to the Gurindji people  
and improvement of work rights for 
Aboriginal people. 

Hundreds gathered for May Day in Darwin 
to celebrate the anniversary. Some of 
those who were young men during the 
protest joined in the celebrations. 

Gus George was a young stockmen at 
the time, told ABC that “striking was  
an easy decision to make, putting trust 

with his father George Galipite and 
Indigenous leader and protest organiser 
Vincent Lingiari”. 

Vincent Lingiari led about 200 stockmen 
and domestic hands off the station  
when his request for a weekly of $25 
for Aboriginal stockmen was rejected  
by the Wave Hill Station Manager. 

This was still a lot less money than  
was paid to non-Indigenous stockmen  
at the time.

While the protest started about wages  
it evolved into much more. 

In March of 1967, Mr Lingiari led his 
people back on to Wave Hill Station  
and established their own settlement  
by ‘squatting’ at a waterhole known  
as Daguragu.

50 years since Lingiari walked off 
Mr Lingiari petitioned the Governor-
General for the return of 500 of the 
6,000 square miles leased by the 
Government to the Wave Hill Pastoral 
Company back to the Gurindji people.

It was clear that the Gurindji people  
were not about to budge. In March 
1971, with the help of many Australians, 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous, they 
began fencing and building. It did not  
take long for the Murramulla Gurindji 
Company to develop.

 In January 1972, it was announced 
by Prime Minister Billy McMahon that 
funds would be made available for 
Aboriginal people to buy land. Following 
these announcements, Lord Vestey,  
who owned Wave Hill Station, offered  
to surrender some areas of his lease  
to the Gurindji people.

The Traditional Owners were able to claim 
it as inalienable freehold Aboriginal land, 
following the passing of the Aboriginal 
Land Rights Act (Northern Territory) in 
1976 – though they had to wait until  
1986 for this to happen.

In a ceremony in 1975, Prime Minister 
Gough Whitlam poured soil into the hands 
of Vincent Lingiari, symbolising the return 
of Wave Hill to the Gurindji people. 

This photo is of Whitlam and Lingiari 
standing together performing the 
ceremony. It is a meaningful, historical 
image well known to many Australians. 

Gough Whitlam’s words at the 1975 
ceremony were “Vincent Lingiari,  
I solemnly hand to you these deeds  
as proof, in Australian law, that these 
lands belong to the Gurindji people  
and I put into your hands part of the  
earth itself as a sign that this land  
will be the possession of you and  
your children forever”.

…is recorded weekly at Radio Adelaide.

If you have an interesting story or  
event that you would like to  

share on radio, please contact  
Kaliah Tsakalidis or Lucy Kingston  

on (08) 8110 2800 or email  
aboriginalmessage@nativetitlesa.org

Listen online at  
radio.adelaide.edu.au


